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When we leave low-income
communities and communities
of color behind, we leave talent
behind. All people, regardless
of zip code or race, deserve the
opportunity to learn and
innovate and be active
contributors to our economy.
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A look at the educational and economic opportunity for
Blacks in Buncombe County
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(89.7%) were White and 15,327 (5.6%) were Black residents. The total population is
projected to increase by 15,492 (up 6.1%) by year 2020; the White population is projected
to increase by 13,445 (up 5.9%) and the Black population decline by 127 (down 0.8%).
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(89.7%) were White and 15,327 (5.6%) were Black residents. The total population is
projected to increase by 15,492 (up 6.1%) by year 2020; the White population is projected
to increase by 13,445 (up 5.9%) and the Black population decline by 127 (down 0.8%).
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Average Annual Population Change
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2,761 2,689

White Total White

Black Black
(21) (25)

2000 to 2015 Projected 2016 to 2020

Source: NC Office of State Budget and Management

From year 2000 to 2015 the population in Buncombe County increased by an average of
3,173 persons (1.4%) per year; the White population increased by 2,761 (1.3%) per year
and the Black population declined by an average of-Q@1%o) per year. For years 2016 to
2020 the total population is projected to increase by 3,098 (1.2%) persons per year; the
White population increase by 2,689 (1.1%) per year and the Black population decline by 25

per year {0.2%).
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Source: US Census Bureau, 2011-2015 five-year estimates

Of the 154 Census Block Groups comprising Buncombe County, Blacks are a majority of the

population in only two.




Residents Living in Poverty
Buncombe County
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18.3% H Black
White

Black babiesare...
2X more likely to be
born prematurely;

9.4%
4X more likely to have a
very low birthweight
1.2%
Pre Term Birth Very Low Birthweight
(gestation < 37 weeks) <1,500 grams

Source: North Carolina State Center for Health Statistics, 2015

Births to Black mothers in Buncombe County are more likely to be Pre Term (18.3% versus
9.4%) and have a Very Low Birthweight (4.5% versus 1.2%) compared to births to White
mothers Eightytwo percent of Black birth mothers were unmarried; 50 percentage points

above White birth mothers.




Black babiesin our
community are 3.1
times more likely to die

before their first birthday.

Christina

(Dr. M notes) There are significant disparities when we break this data down by race and
ethnicity ¢black babies in the US are more than twicdilkaly to die before their first
birthday thanwhite babies.

Despitedeclines in IMR for both blacks and whites, this disparity has not improved over
30+ years.

And this disparity remains even when controlled iiscome, SES, education of the mother.

There is nothing natural about thgsnothing innate about black babies that causes thits
has to do with systemic issué®r decades, the health care system in the US has
focused its efforts on prenatal care and care during labor and delivery, in an attempt
to improve infant mortality.

But, as | mentioned before, our infant mortality rates have been stagnant year after
year , andé
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Life Expectancy

793

73.4

Blacks die 6
years earlier

than Whites

Black White

Source: North Caroling State Center for Health Statistics, 2013-2015

Life expectancy for those born 2013 to 2015 is 5.9 years lower for Black residents of
Buncombe County (73.4 years) compared to White residents (79.3 years).
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Death rates are higher for Black residents of Buncombe County compared to White
residents across all major causes. Overall, the rate for all causes is 38% higher for Blacks.

14




