
 

 
 
 
Transcript: NC-11 congressional debate, Sept. 30, Asheville, N.C. 
 
NC-11 congressional candidates Madison Cawthorn and Moe Davis debated in Asheville on Sept. 30. 
This debate, hosted by Carolina Public Press and WLOS and broadcast here and on WMYA My40 and 
wlos.com, featured Holly Headrick, News 13 weekday anchor, and Carolina Public Press Managing Editor 
Frank Taylor moderating.  
 
Note: The following is the output of transcribing from an audio recording. Although the 
transcription is largely accurate, in some cases it is incomplete or inaccurate due to inaudible 
passages or transcription errors. It is posted as an aid to understanding the proceedings of this 
event, but should not be treated as an authoritative record. 
 
 
Holly Headrick, News 13 WLOS  0:05   
It's one of the most talked about races of the 2020 campaign, who will fill the vacant seat in North 
Carolina's 11th district House of Representatives. Madison Cawthorn, considered a rising star among 
Republicans is promising to bring fresh ideas to Washington. 
 
(natural sound from tape) Madison Cawthorn, Republican Candidate NC 11  0:20   
It's time for term limits. Time to shake up washington dc 
 
Holly Headrick, News 13 WLOS  0:23   
Democrat Moe Davis is running on experience and his military record. 
 
(natural sound from tape) Moe Davis, Democratic candidate NC 11  0:27   
We need leadership that puts country over party. 
 
Holly Headrick, News 13 WLOS  0:30   
It's a race that's gotten national exposure, primarily because the Republican who held the office, Mark 
Meadows is now President Trump's White House Chief of Staff. The stakes are high and you get to 
decide who takes the prize. Tonight, we present to you the NC 11 debate. 
 
And thank you for joining us tonight. I'm WLOS anchor Holly Hetrick 
 
 



Frank Taylor, Carolina Public Press  0:55   
and I'm Frank Taylor, managing editor of Carolina Public Press. We will be your moderators for tonight's 
debate in the race for North Carolina's 11th district House of Representatives. 
 
Holly Headrick, News 13 WLOS  1:04   
And before we meet the candidates, let's go over the rules and there will be four topics up for debate. 
Each topic will be given the same amount of time, the candidates have agreed to keep the debate civil, 
stay on topic and be respectful of each other's time. At the end of the program, Each candidate will get 
two minutes and 30 seconds to deliver their closing statements. The candidate who will go first was 
determined by a coin toss just before the program began. So let's meet the candidates. Moe Davis is the 
Democratic nominee. He is seated to the left of the screen. Madison  Cawthorn is running on the 
Republican ticket. He is seated to the right. All right, gentlemen, let's begin. 
 
Frank Taylor, Carolina Public Press  1:42   
First topic COVID-19 and the economy. The President has claimed that the news media and Democrats 
have inflated claims about COVID in order to tank the economy and costing re election. Do you agree 
with his assessment? 
 
Madison Cawthorn, Republican Candidate NC 11  1:57   
Well, thank you for your question. And I will touch on that. But it's to start things off, I would like to call 
for a moment of prayer among people western North Carolina. Dear friend of mine, a reporter was 
violently attacked a few nights ago Chad Nesbitt, and he is now in Mission Hospital fighting for his life 
from a brain injury. But not only am I advocating that we all come together to pray for him a local 
patriot in our area, but also to pray for the protesters that people who perpetrated these violent attacks 
and pray that they find peace that their their life goes forward. And that we all realize that after this 
election, we all have to come together to make a better country. And I think it's absolutely critical that 
we all do come together to try and fight this economic crisis that we're fighting and also help support 
operation more speeders is trying to get as a vaccine, which I think should be optional to take and not 
mandatory. But when you're looking at what's going on in COVID-19, I genuinely do believe that we did 
have to shut the country down. You know, we didn't know exactly what was going on. We didn't know 
who was vulnerable in our communities. And now we do know it's elderly people primarily with heart 
problems and diabetes. But now we also needed to catch up with our PP, our ICU bed capacity, our 
ventilator capacity. But I think the President and our country as a whole has done an incredible job of 
moving forward with getting our ventilator capacity where it needs to be. So when I do believe that as 
you slip into liberal states, and you see the governor keeping them shut down, I do believe it is politically 
motivated, which is very sad, because these are people's livelihoods that we're having to focus on. But I 
do understand the want for caution, the need for caution, because there are these lives at stake. Just 
one life lost is too many. 
 
Moe Davis, Democratic candidate NC 11  3:31   
I'm not sure exactly what my opponent realized the need for caution. He's been one of the leading 
trumpeters of President Trump's propaganda that this was all just a big hoax. Even though as we've seen 
with the recent reports, when President Trump acknowledged in February that he was aware that this 
was far worse than the flu far more deadly. And he didn't tell the American public and now we've got 
207,000 deaths. You know, we had 11 hearings when four Americans were killed at bin Ghazi which is 
clearly a tragedy. But we've now had the equivalent of 50,000 been Ghazi since February. And the 
President's taking a victory lap and my opponent continues to hold campaign events that just totally 
disregard the pandemic no mask, big crowds hugging and kissing and just oblivious. The over 300 deaths 



that have taken place in this district since COVID-19 hit so it is unfortunate. It's a hardship on everyone. 
It's been a hardship campaigning. But I know that pales in comparison to the lives that have been lost. 
You know, it's it's tough. I know economically, a lot of our businesses are struggling. We can help you 
recover your livelihood. We can't recover your life once it's gone. 
 
Madison Cawthorn, Republican Candidate NC 11  4:48   
You know, I will push back on that a decent bit. I do trust the people of western North Carolina to take a 
personal risk assessment. I do also trust people of North Carolina to be respectful of people who are at 
risk. Whenever I go to see my grandparents, of course, I wear a mask, I stay six feet away from them, I 
try to protect them at all costs. But I don't believe it's my job or the government's job for that matter to 
tell people what they can and cannot do. And so when people come to any of my events, I trust them to 
make a personal risk assessment to determine if it's a it's an OK area for the DEA, and to determine what 
kind of guidelines they personally need to follow. You know, and I actually will say, I do not believe this. 
This has been a hard time campaigning, I believe COVID-19 has actually made people so aware of 
politics, so hyper involved in politics, because we realize how just perilous the times we are living in art. 
And so it's very easy to engage in conversation and to talk to people about why I believe we need a 
limited government, one that doesn't uphold to tyranny, shutting down our churches to take away our 
first amendment rights. It's something that I think has become very real to people. 
 
Moe Davis, Democratic candidate NC 11  5:50   
Well, in public service job. One is not putting the public at risk, particularly the try to gain office. So 
we've complied with the guidelines and tried to be responsible and act like an adult. I know my 
opponent has said folks in his event should make their own personal assessment. That's kind of like 
trading seats in the car going 70 miles an hour down the highway with the driver in the passenger 
swapping seats, you're not just putting yourself at risk, you're putting the public at risk. This isn't a you 
know, it'd be one thing if the folks that made the decision, were the ones that bore the consequences, 
but you wear a mask, not to protect yourself, but to protect others. So we're going to continue to 
campaign like adults, and not put public safety at risk to try to win this election. 
 
Holly Headrick, News 13 WLOS  6:31   
Okay, let me ask you guys, the next question. Moving on from exactly what you've said. What do you 
think then is the correct response to properly balance health and economic concerns without politicizing 
the crisis? 
 
Madison Cawthorn, Republican Candidate NC 11  6:42   
Well, I'll tell you, I don't believe that it's a binary choice. I think we're seeing a fallacy of logic here. We're 
saying you either have to prioritize human lives or the economy. I think there's a way we can have a 
structured reopening of our economy where we protect people. You know, my opponent wants to talk 
about antics I pulled when I was 18 years old, and being more responsible, but when he himself just last 
year advocated for snapping the necks and spines over Republicans as you just saw what happened to 
one of our My dear friend Chad Nesbitt, where he was just attacked, and now has a brain injury. I 
believe it's extremely irresponsible. I believe it's dangerous. You know, I want to advocate for peace, I 
want to advocate for a brighter future. And so I believe the way we can do that is by getting the the 
government out of our lives, deregulating most markets, creating tax incentives, and lowering the 
amount of capital gains taxes, so we can get more investment in this area so we can have better paying 
jobs, we can bring all the manufacturing jobs in the textile mills that we've lost after NAFTA. Now we 
finally have that gone, we can move forward and have a brighter future for Americans where the 
economy's better, there's competitive pay for prices. And we can all know that we are moving towards a 



better future that we can hand to our children not focusing on the past or focusing on something I did 
when I was 18. 
 
Moe Davis, Democratic candidate NC 11  7:53   
My opponent wants to talk about my language in a tweet that was clearly metaphorical and not literal. 
You probably saw the Asheville paper yesterday where a constituent contacted him. And he responded 
using the F word. I won't do that with constituents in this district. I don't use the N word to refer to my 
friends. So if you want to talk about language, I'm happy to do that. But I'm going to try to act like an 
adult here. I agree that it's horrible what's happened with our economy. But had we taken this seriously 
seriously from the start when the President knew the serious risks that we faced and that my opponent 
said, Oh, this is just a big hoax or aren't bodies piled up on the streets and his buddy, Dan Forrest, you 
know, he has his billboards up now about opening America and he sued governor Cooper, I commend 
cup governor Cooper for being responsible and reasonable and prudent, and trying to get through this 
pandemic, and have we buckled down from the start, we wouldn't be in this mess now with 207,000 
American deaths. 
 
Madison Cawthorn, Republican Candidate NC 11  8:52   
I want to move on from these personal attacks and really focus on policy you know, I I will be an adult 
about it. I'm someone who say if the using the language I use when talking to a constituent offended 
them, then you know, I'm sorry, I was talking to a fellow young man about issues I stand by what I said 
though, that I believe identity politics is what's wrong with America right now. But I'll tell you, you said 
that you were you metaphorical using idea to snap people's necks to grind your heels into their necks 
and twist left to right, as you just very vividly described the violence you want to perpetrated against 
republicans and conservatives in his district. But you said you've only done that once. Whereas you've 
done that five separate times all about different occasions. Athol throughout the years, I believe that's 
violent. That's That's terrible. And I have to advocate that we 
 
Holly Headrick, News 13 WLOS  9:36   
we don't have much time left on this topic 
 
Moe Davis, Democratic candidate NC 11  9:38   
with this allegation about my language that he's brought it up. It has nothing to do with the topic. We 
were discussing. But again, if you were involved in sports is like the coach at halftime told me to get out 
there and kill him. It doesn't mean literally do it. I was trying to fire up the troops 
 
Madison Cawthorn, Republican Candidate NC 11  9:53   
fires. We had one of my friends and I put him in the hospital what 
 
Moe Davis, Democratic candidate NC 11  9:57   
we'd agreed This wasn't going to be like last night. When President Trump made a mockery of the 
debate, so if you'll let me finish, I'll respect your time as well. The tweet I put out was on September the 
11th 2019. That was the day the Republican legislature told the democrats or wouldn't be a vote that 
day. And then after the democrats left, they held a vote override the governor's veto. It came the day 
after the special election and then I congressional district that was required because of Republican 
voting fraud. So yes, I was angry. And it said, you know, the republican extremists so if you consider 
yourself a republican extremist, then that was what I was referring to. But I'm happy to have a lot of 
Republican support in this district that want to send an adult to Washington that can get things done. 
 



Holly Headrick, News 13 WLOS  10:40   
Okay. Thank you both very much for those insights. Let's move on to our next topic, healthcare. Mr. 
Davis, you get the first question on this one, what changes, if any, do you favor to the Affordable Care 
Act? 
 
Moe Davis, Democratic candidate NC 11  10:50   
Well, what I would like we've got to decouple access to health care from employment and the pandemic 
is really highlighted that, you know, when you lose your job, you shouldn't lose your ability to go to the 
doctor. You know, we have 17 counties in this district and all 17 of our counties, the percentage of 
people that have no health care coverage is above the national average. We also have the merger, you 
know, with HCA buying out Mission Hospital. And traveling around the district, I've yet to hear one 
person say, Boy, I'm really happy that we now have for profit, health care, people are concerned, his 
facilities are being closed, women in the western part of the district have to drive two hours to have a 
baby. So what I'm advocating for is a government funded public option. if folks want to procure their 
own insurance, I think they'll have the right to do that. But everyone should be able to go to the doctor 
when they get sick and not go bankrupt. When they have an accident, or an illness. And we spend 
$11,000 a year per person in this country. on health care, we don't cover over 10% of the population, we 
can do it much more efficiently and effectively and cover everyone focus on preventative care rather 
than treating problems after they occur. But my opponent says this is like pizza. Even President Trump 
said who knew health care could be so difficult. If it was easy, it would have been solved before now, 
but this ought to be COVID-19 ought to be the impetus to quit kicking the can down the road, and finally 
address healthcare and make sure that every American can go to the doctor. 
 
Madison Cawthorn, Republican Candidate NC 11  12:20   
You know, talking about what we need to do for health care. I think Democrats, Republicans, 
conservatives, and liberals can all agree that the healthier regulations that we have in our country right 
now are antiquated, they need to be updated and changed. Because the rules were written in 1942. We 
need modern solutions to modern problems. But what I advocate for is the exact opposite of what my 
opponent says, You know, I think we need to get government completely out of healthcare allow the 
free market to finally rein and allow competition to come back in. I believe in people are competing for 
our dollars, that means that they're going to provide better care at a lower cost. And it'll be easier to 
access for everyone. Because when there's incentives for people to come in, and to be able to make a 
living for their family, and also help the community, I believe Americans will rise up and do that. But my 
opponents advocating to take 100 and 80 million people off of their health care. Now, I agree that we 
need to decouple it from employment. But I think that we need to have an option where they can go 
seek it out themselves and determine what they need. My opponent will say that he does not support 
taking away private health insurance. But when he is at a at a donor event with his liberal friends, 
though, as a blue banner reported, he said that, yes, he does believe that introducing a public option will 
remove the entire private sector of healthcare, thus taking 100 and 80 million people off their health 
care that's ludicrous and dangerous. 
 
Moe Davis, Democratic candidate NC 11  13:35   
What he said was, and again, and it may be difficult for you to understand. So let me try to explain this 
to you. In a perfect world. I agree. I think we should have a single payer plan. But I'm running to 
represent the district, not my personal beliefs. So the district I don't think is there. And so what I'm 
advocating is a government funded option for folks can can go to the doctor, they want to procure their 
own insurance, then they're welcome to do so I'm proud to be endorsed by labour by the AFL CIO. And 
they've negotiated benefits that they want to keep. And I think that had the right to do what I've stated, 



if you're a big believer in in competition, I've said that I think the private market will end up collapsing 
under its own weight, because of the high administrative costs 37 cents out of every dollar you pay for 
private insurance goes to to profit, overhead administrative costs, not patient care. So I think we can do 
a better job and provide care to everyone at a lower cost than the $11,000 a year per person we're 
currently spending and leaving people with no insurance coverage. 
 
Madison Cawthorn, Republican Candidate NC 11  14:39   
You know, I really detest the comment where you're saying that you have a private belief, but you'll do 
something different in public. You know, this is reminiscent of Hillary Clinton, this is reminiscent of elitist 
politics who say, Well, this is what I believe but I can't tell the public that because then I wouldn't get 
elected, but we'll make sure it happens. You know, I think we've got to radically change the way 
government does business. We need to get rid of these career politicians. People who have been in the 
swamp and are cogs in the machines. You know, I believe it does not represent true America. You know, 
I genuinely believe that this election right now is not about Donald Trump or Joe Biden, I believe it's 
about two different ideologies. One where you want to kneel to the state and to the mob, or one where 
you decide that you're going to kneel only to your God, and stand for your flag, and decide what you're 
going to do in your life and not have government regulations or government, government laws that tell 
you what to do. And then we got to get rid of these three letter agencies, which I believe have become 
the fourth branch of government. I believe that our entire purpose right now is we should be to change 
the culture in Washington, where these elitist politicians, as my opponent just said, have a private belief 
that they advocate for behind closed doors, but publicly tell us something different. It's dishonest and 
disingenuous. And we need to stop it. 
 
Holly Headrick, News 13 WLOS  15:48   
Carolina Public Press is gonna have our next question, and I will let you start with that. Mr. Davis? Frank. 
Go ahead. 
 
Frank Taylor, Carolina Public Press  15:53   
Yes. So many Americans believe that the cost of health care has been inflated by excessive litigation and 
costly malpractice insurance. What is your position on tort reform in relation to what people believe 
about this? 
 
Moe Davis, Democratic candidate NC 11  16:07   
Well, I think it'd be interesting to hear my opponent's views on this since he became a multimillionaire 
through tort litigation, and still in court trying to get more millions. I'm an attorney, I believe you have a 
right to if you're harmed, to go to court and seek damages, or put some folks call reparations. damages 
and reparations are synonymous. And, you know, I think folks that are for tort reform are for folks that 
haven't been harmed, you know, when it's you or your family, or your child. And I think you have a 
different view on tort reform. But, again, you know, that we have so many people here that just don't 
have health care coverage. You know, if you're, if you're happy with the current situation with for profit 
care, where we're closing down clinics, where you have to come to Asheville to get cancer treatment. 
Now, because we're closing down clinics, that's what you get when you have for profit when its profit 
over patient. 
 
Madison Cawthorn, Republican Candidate NC 11  17:01   
You know, against her, I just had to say, when you attacked me, because I went into a lawsuit to seek 
damages for when I had a spinal cord injury and lost the use of my legs, like, I have to ask you, how 
much are your legs worth? Wouldn't you fight for your damages to be received that you can take care of 



your health care costs moving forward. And this is one reason why I'm so excited to be able to serve the 
people of western North Carolina Congress. It's because I've been on the receiving end of health care, 
I've been on the receiving end of how the tort regulations are right now, for those of you who don't 
know, this means that you can go to court and you can seek damages for things that have happened in 
your life, loss of revenue in your future, a change in your life radically, like I sustained. And so I generally 
believe that my unique perspective of being someone who is a prime example of a healthcare consumer, 
will give me the ability to go to Washington, DC, and help the republicans not just be the party of no 
saying, Oh, we got to get rid of Obamacare, but actually be the party that has a solution. You know, I 
believe this new generation of conservatives, of patriots that are coming up, you know, they're not left, 
they're not right. It's a decision between up or down, I choose to move forward, I choose for our country 
to all come together for us to be able to help those who have pre existing conditions, but also be able to 
provide the kind of health care that everyone wants, and I believe I can achieve that in the Republican 
Party by going to Congress, because I have such a unique perspective. 
 
Holly Headrick, News 13 WLOS  18:16   
We just have a few minutes left in this topic. And then I'm gonna let you guys both do one statement on 
this last question. Should undocumented residents have full access to health care benefits under the 
Affordable Care Act? or other federal programs? Why or why not? I 
 
Moe Davis, Democratic candidate NC 11  18:31   
believe that they should, I think COVID-19 is is really highlighted the fact that you hear the argument, 
why should I be paying for the other guy to get health care coverage. COVID-19 shows you that the 
other person getting care is not just to make them better, just to keep them from spreading it to your 
community and to your family. So we're, we're all in this together. And I believe everyone ought to have 
the ability to go to the doctor and get treatment when they need it. 
 
Madison Cawthorn, Republican Candidate NC 11  18:58   
You know, I'll tell you, I have a unique perspective, as a Republican when it comes to these illegal 
immigrants in our country. One, I think we need to stop the hemorrhaging at the southern border and 
lock that down to ensure that new legal immigrants can't get here. I believe we need to change our 
immigration policy, so we can make it easier to become an American citizen legally. But all of the 
undocumented immigrants that are here right now, the illegal immigrants, I don't believe they should be 
granted special access to become citizens in our country. Now, sure, I believe that they are a backbone 
of especially our farmers and a lot of our builders, and they are they are a backbone of our economy. 
And so I do believe we can't deport every single one of them. The people who weren't born here, I think 
there should be some path away that they are not a citizen, but are legally here so they can gain health 
insurance so that way they can be able to afford care for themselves and for their family. But I'll tell you 
I as a Christian, I do believe all life is precious. And so if someone is in need of life saving care, I believe 
we should provide it to them. But I don't think it should be with on the on the hard working american 
taxpayer to take care of all the health insurance for illegal immigrants. It's just not fair and it doesn't 
make any sense. 
 
Holly Headrick, News 13 WLOS  19:59   
Thank you both. Very much. That's all for the topic of healthcare coming up calls for police reform and 
social justice have dominated headlines this past summer. Where did the candidate stand on this issue? 
Find out after the break. 
 



Black Lives Matter protests and calls for police reform. the deaths of George Floyd Briana Taylor, and 
Ahmed arbury have dominated headlines here in Nashville and across the country. And this brings us to 
our third topic, social justice, and police reform. Mr. Cawthorn, you get the first question, Frank with 
Carolina public press is going to ask 
 
Frank Taylor, Carolina Public Press  20:49   
what are the first steps you would take to tackle the issues of social justice and police reform? Should 
they be addressed on a federal, state or local level? 
 
Madison Cawthorn, Republican Candidate NC 11  20:58   
Oh, well, I think we should keep all politics as local as possible. I believe we've given the federal 
government far too much power. But you know, I'll tell you, I do believe that there's always room for 
improvement. I think we should make it the standard all over the country that all police officers and all 
deputies have to wear a body cam because I think it keeps everyone accountable. It protects the police 
officers as well as many of the people who they're interacting with, you know, when I start looking at 
what's going on in our country, I do believe it should be handled on a local level of the reforms that need 
to be made, because that's where people, the closer you are the information, the better decisions you 
can make. But you know, these calls to defund the police, which the democrats have only very recently 
come out to say that they don't support. I think it's absolutely dangerous. As you saw with the Marshall 
investigation, we saw that where you defund the police, you have more overtime pay, which has costs, 
you have cost many cities, over $21 million pay extra and overtime pay, you see less community 
involvement, and you see crime rates go higher. You know, I believe in law and order, I believe in safety. 
And I don't want to take money and funding away from our police officers, I want to give them more, 
you know when to I have a sister in law, you know, and she has come from a previous marriage, and I 
think of single mothers out there. And this doesn't pertain to my sister in law directly. But when I think 
of some single mothers who have been involved in a dangerous relationship, you know, I think of them 
being at their house with their children. And then their ex husband coming and pounding on the door at 
midnight, he's had a little too much to drink. He's threatening violence. And when that single mother 
calls 911, she she doesn't want a social worker to show up. She wants a sheepdog, someone who's going 
to come to protect her and protect the lives of innocence. And I believe that's what we need to do. 
That's why I am because I back to law enforcement so heavily. I believe that's why I've gotten the 
endorsement of almost every single sheriff in the district. And almost every single law enforcement 
agency and department and advocacy group there is in the district, and also nationwide, it's because I 
will always have the six of our blue officers who protect our lives and protect our dignity. 
 
Moe Davis, Democratic candidate NC 11  22:53   
Well, I've actually worked in law enforcement my I completed college and graduate graduated with a 
degree in criminal justice worked in law enforcement training for the state of North Carolina before I 
went to law school, I was criticized for by the right for going to the Black Lives Matter marches. And then 
I was criticized by the left for go into the back of the blue events. And my answer is when you represent 
the district, you represent the entire district, not just the people that like you and the people that vote 
for you. But everyone in the district and in my view, both of those communities are part of the district 
and part of the community. One of the things I would like to see is, you know, the label, defend the 
police is a horrible label. I'd like to see reimagining law enforcement, which is something we should be 
doing in every agency constantly. And I think their missions that we put on law enforcement that might 
fit better somewhere else, like dealing with mental health issues and alcoholism and drug addiction, 
which I view as healthcare problems, not criminal justice problems. I'd like to see one of the things I 
proposed is reviving the law enforcement assistance administration program that provides federal 



funding for education and training for law enforcement. And I'd like to see something akin to the GI Bill 
to make home loans available not just to law enforcement, but to all first responders, firefighters, EMTs, 
and law enforcement because many are unable to afford to live in the communities that they serve. And 
I think it's important for first responders to be a part of the community because that way you 
understand each other better. So I'm hoping this current events that are taking place are an opportunity 
for reform and to heal and to bring us together and again, my opponent keeps bringing up Portland I 
keep reminding him that we're running to represent his good not Portland. 
 
Madison Cawthorn, Republican Candidate NC 11  24:40   
You know, my opponent has tried to straddle a line that just isn't meant to be straddle. He's trying to 
appeal to say, Oh, I was a member of law enforcement. I back the blue but you know, I have a picture of 
him right here at a Black Lives Matter protests, which is totally fine to go to one of those protests, I 
believe in the first minute. But at that protest, they were marching to the drumbeat of defunding the 
police. I think that is absolutely radical to be able to go and say that, Oh, well, you know, I want to get 
the vote of law enforcement. But truly I'm trying to back these radicals who want to turn Asheville into 
Portland, you go down to downtown Asheville. Now I rarely would even take my fiance on a date down 
there. I grew up in this area I grew up going down and around the streets. My opponent grew up in 
Shelby, North Carolina. So we might not understand what Asheville used to be like. But I'll tell you that it 
didn't use to have needles on the streets he didn't use to find feces and in draw in parking lots, but the 
liberal ideology and the liberal city council that has been there, which is just voted to defund the police 
by $770,000 is trying to turn Asheville into Portland, turning it into one of these ash heaps of history. I 
believe we generally need to have the back of law enforcement to say no matter what I have, your back 
will always hold each other to be accountable. The death of George Floyd was a tragedy was something 
that should not have happened. And I'm glad that the perpetrators of that violence are brought to 
justice. But I'll tell you, almost every single law enforcement officer I've ever met every encounter I've 
had, and according to statistics, law enforcement officers care about our lives, they very rarely ever act 
maliciously. And just to go to a rally, where they're marching to the drumbeat of defend the police is 
absolutely despicable and spit in their face. 
 
Moe Davis, Democratic candidate NC 11  26:12   
This is the new voice of the republican party who wants to bring people together and represent 
everyone in the district. We need to address the problems that people are out there demonstrating 
about exercising their first amendment right. I've never condone violence that takes place on either 
side. But people do have a right to express their opinions about grievances that they have that I believe 
are legitimate grievances. 
 
Holly Headrick, News 13 WLOS  26:33   
Let's move on to the next question. As you're talking about this subject, as protests continue to turn 
violent across the country, and just one week ago, right here in Asheville. How would you propose 
getting protests and riots under control? Do you support the deployment of the National Guard in 
American cities? We'll start with you, Mr. Davis? 
 
Moe Davis, Democratic candidate NC 11  26:50   
Well, I think it's up to the governor's to decide whether to use the National Guard I opposed federalizing 
as you saw President Trump do with the demonstrators at Lafayette Park, we had the military which I 
served in the military for 25 years and to see the military use to fire tear gas at American citizen so he 
could walk over and have a photo op with an upset upside down Bible in front of a church. That's not 
America. And I think my opponent and the President that folks on that side, their whole strategy is to 



stoke fear and division and pitch this notion that if you're not with us, then things are going to be bad, 
but I believe we work best when we work together. That's what we do in the military. You don't ask Are 
you a democrat or republican? It's about getting the job done. And I think that's what we ought to be 
doing in this district healing and working together not sowing division, like my opponent does with this 
white nationalist stuff. 
 
Madison Cawthorn, Republican Candidate NC 11  27:45   
You know, I have to say thank you actually someone that might surprise most people is anderson cooper 
at CNN for having the anti defamation league to come on to his show to say they find absolutely no 
correlation that I am a white supremacist or, or some kind of Nazi sympathizer man, I've got to tell you, 
I'm not a racist. It's getting tired of us spouting this line. Another lies when you say that you don't 
advocate for any kind of violence. You everyone i'm sure has seen this tweet, but you literally tweeted 
say screw they go low. We go high. When North Carolina GOP meaning Republicans, extremists go low. 
We stopped there. scrawny Pacey. Next with her heels. We could go on and on. It's a disgusting display 
of advocating for violence. And as you just said, Heidi, we have seen that violence take place here in 
western North Carolina. And my prayers and my thoughts in my well, wishes are with Chad Nesbitt as 
your cart recovers, I'm about to say that I am. The new voice of the Republican Party is a compliment. 
I'm trying to be the new voice to the republican party and not just the Republican Party. But I want to 
say that the establishment on both sides of the aisle have failed us. It's time for Americans to come 
together not label one another as liberals or conservatives, but rather label ourselves as Americans who 
are trying to work together to fix the divisions that we have. We still 
 
Moe Davis, Democratic candidate NC 11  28:55   
wait like Strom Thurmond that a new voice. 
 
Madison Cawthorn, Republican Candidate NC 11  28:59   
I politely ask that you don't interrupt me. Well, when we're talking about what's going on inside of 
Asheville, I do believe what needs to happen is we need to elect Dan Forrest and me into power. 
Because I tell you if you have Dan, Forrest and myself in power, you will never see a city destroyed and 
rioted in North Carolina. I give you my word on that. We need to act swiftly to stop these riots when we 
cease when we see these peaceful protests, which I totally advocate for turning violent people trying to 
spray graffiti or become violent towards one another, as we just saw, sadly, with Chad Nesbitt, we 
should send in our troopers to be able to stop that. And by that I mean the state troopers. I don't want 
the federal government involved inside of our states. I think it is expanding federal government power, 
which is something I want to limit 
 
Moe Davis, Democratic candidate NC 11  29:38   
if my opponent and Dan forest were concerned about public safety, they wouldn't be having these mega 
events. With no mask and no social distancing. They don't put a giveaway about public safety, about 
obtaining power that's all they care about. Again, my opponent advertises on w n D, which is noted for 
being a white supremacist. back sight. The proud boys last night the president said, was it stand back 
and stand by if you denounce him for doing that, 
 
Madison Cawthorn, Republican Candidate NC 11  30:09   
not denouncing the president. But sir, if you want me to denounce white supremacists, I do that. 
Absolutely. I'm engaged to be married to a biracial young woman who's incredible. My children will be 
biracial. I tell you, if you want to be a white supremacist and try and threaten their life, you'll have 
something else coming for you. But I'll tell you, I think that we need to stop focusing on these policies. 



you're focused on what websites I my my team is advertising on. You're focusing on the enthusiasm of 
our events, but we need to be focused on just what Heidi was talking about an interrupt you. Go ahead, 
man, 
 
Holly Headrick, News 13 WLOS  30:38   
and let's move on to our final topic this evening. Which is the environment something that's very 
important to a lot of folks here in this district? Mr. Davis, you will get the answer. First, where do you 
stand on climate change in global warming? And what do you view as the most pressing environmental 
issues we face today? 
 
Moe Davis, Democratic candidate NC 11  30:53   
I believe in science, and I believe in facts, and I believe that climate change is real. And we need to be 
addressing it, we should have done it before. And we need to be doing it now. You know, when I was in 
the military, I joined in 1983. And the military has always considered climate change to be a national 
security risk. As we have famines, and displacement, those are issues we're going to have to deal with. 
And we can be taking action now to try to mitigate the damage that we've done. I'm a big believer in 
green technology. My wife and I have just built a house we put in solar. And we got our power bill for 
the first time last month since we moved in. And our bill is $16. So we made as much power as we use. I 
think North Carolina, western North Carolina has an opportunity to be the epicenter for alternative 
energy, North Carolina is number two in solar energy production. We ought to be capitalizing on that 
and making us the epicenter for alternative energy and getting away from carbon fuel. 
 
Madison Cawthorn, Republican Candidate NC 11  31:53   
You know, I'll tell you, I believe that Republicans for too long like I was saying with health care have been 
the party of no have approached climate change with timidity have not truly engaged whereas I believe 
we should, I agree with of what how the Republican Party is starting to shift now to say that climate 
change is not a hoax. But I'll tell you what the democrats support and the green New Deal, it's a joke, it 
puts the lobby of $15 an hour minimum wage and making sure that we have health care Medicare for 
all, above the interest of protecting our environment. You know, I'm a hunter, I was raised in these 
woods, I have gone through the Smoky Mountains more times than I can even count. But I'll tell you, as 
I've done that, it gave me a true compassion, a true love for our environment. Now, I want to be a green 
conservative, someone who goes out and says, Yes, we do need to have force management, we should 
bring timbering back into North Carolina, allow our Mills to reopen our Western counties. 
Unfortunately, they've been bidden been denied. But as we see what's going on in California with these 
liberal ideologies are just letting the wilderness be I don't think that's what we need to do. You can see 
it's caused so many wildfires? Well, I think we need to be is, as we're called to be in Genesis is to be 
stewards of the earth to have a plan to affect real change for our climate. And, Neil, I believe the way to 
do that is yes, we need to always make sure we have energy independence. And it's not a binary choice 
between economy or a clean environment. I think the free economies tend to be clean economies. I'll 
say no government regulation ever created Ilan Musk, I think we need to advocate for these innovators 
to come in to bring more nuclear power into our country, which I think is a great clean alternative. And 
the nuclear waste that's being deposited from it, I believe now it will be found with the power of science 
of being able to mix it with molten glass, which removes a significant portion of the danger of it. And so I 
think we need to start shifting our economy more towards nuclear power, more towards solar power, 
something where we can be energy independent, and a net export of energy for the entire world. It's 
good for the economy as good for the next generation, which I represent. 
 
Moe Davis, Democratic candidate NC 11  33:48   



It was interesting that my opponents become an advocate for nuclear power and for fracking, which 
happened to come after a super PAC is dumping a million dollars into this district to try to buy the 
election for him. It's a PAC that's funded by Sheldon Adelson, the billionaire out in Las Vegas, and by 
Chevron and by the Nuclear Energy Association. And they're supporting my opponent and running 
attack ads to tell lies about me and my military record. So all of a sudden now that a million dollars is 
getting spent on him and remember back in the primary, when he talked about Miss Bennett, and now 
she had Washington elites and all this dark money coming in against him. He was against it. But now he 
is Linda Bennett. A million dollars getting dumped into this district by special interest, the nuclear 
industry, the fracking industry, we have neither of those in western North Carolina, we do have wind 
and we do have sun, and those are the markets we ought to be going after. 
 
Holly Headrick, News 13 WLOS  34:44   
Let's move on to the next question. Frank with Carolina public press has this one for us. 
 
Frank Taylor, Carolina Public Press  34:48   
So you guys both alluded to some of this already. And I want to touch on some things significant to this 
district. A huge portion of this district consists of the PIsgah and then the Nantahala National Forest 
which are viable To the region's environmental and economic health, and currently they're the subject 
of a lengthy management revision process by the US Forest Service, Congress is going to be asked to 
approve policies for additional wilderness areas within these forests, with advocacy groups already 
lining up on both sides of this issue. What's your view of adding wilderness areas in western North 
Carolina's mountains, 
 
Madison Cawthorn, Republican Candidate NC 11  35:19   
I believe we will reduce wilderness areas. The problem with wilderness areas is it inhibits people from 
being able to go in and have good forest management. As I said earlier, I believe we're supposed to be 
stewards of the earth, which means we're supposed to take an active role in making sure our 
environment is clean. One reason I support nuclear energy is because we might not have a nuclear 
energy plant here in western North Carolina. But we do have the environment it affects everyone all 
over the world. And I think we all need to take ownership of it. You know, when we are talking about 
these wilderness areas, and these federal lands that we have in all of our Western counties, and many of 
other counties, I generally believe that the number one problem with them is that we're not able to 
collect taxes off of this land. Many of you may not understand what PILT money is, its payment in lieu of 
taxes, which the government just haphazardly decides how much they're going to give each county to 
offset their losses every single year. But if any of you have studied Dave Ramsey's financial foundations, 
then you know that not being able to budget, not knowing what your income is, is a sure way to find 
yourself in poverty. And so what I think we need to do is have Congress in a great committee, be able to 
select and create a formula for this PILT money so that these counties can know how exactly how much 
money they're going to have coming in. So that way, they'll be able to create a real and factual ability to 
know what money they're able to spend where they need to reinvest their money. I think that's 
extraordinarily important. I think making sure that we are putting money increases for western North 
Carolina is a sure way to make sure that we have better lands and better tourism, this area. 
 
Moe Davis, Democratic candidate NC 11  36:50   
One of the things I've been asked for what committees do I want to serve on in Congress in the house, 
and what is the Natural Resources Committee, that's who allocates funding for our national parks and 
National Forest. And that's the lifeblood of our economy. Under the Trump administration, there's been 
a 15% cut over the last two years in the budget for our national parks, and National Forest. And that's 



not good for our economy here in western North Carolina that's dependent on tourism. So I want to get 
a seat, then, an important thing for folks to remember is, there's no discussion of the democrats losing 
control of the House. So my opponent, not only would he be the most unqualified member of Congress, 
he'd also be in the minority where you can get nothing done, I'm going to be in the majority. And I'm 
going to be on the Natural Resources Committee, I hope with a seat there where I can help bring money 
back to western North Carolina, to maintain our national parks in our National Forest. I do agree with 
with Mr. Cawthorne, about Pil, the payment lieu of taxes, there 17 counties in the district 15 to 17, get 
PILT payments, because there's federal property there, that's not subject to local taxation that normally 
goes to support your schools and other public services. So I agree that there's nine, about nine and a 
half billion dollars of revenue generated from licensing on federal land, and only 500. And 15 million of 
that gets distributed to the counties that have federal property. So I would like to see the formula 
adjusted to increase those payments to better compensate those that have federal property in their in 
their counties. I'd also like to see it extended rather than the annual budgeting have a three year 
budget, so that the counties can make long range plans and not have to wait from year to year to see 
how much money they're going to get. But the way to affect that change is to elect someone who's 
going to be in the majority that can serve on the committee and can get things done. 
 
Holly Headrick, News 13 WLOS  38:39   
I think we have time for one more question on this topic. Do you support the green New Deal? Or any 
part of it? How would you address environmental issues? And how would you pay for solutions and 
create green jobs here in western North Carolina, we'll start with you, Mr. Cawthorn. 
 
Madison Cawthorn, Republican Candidate NC 11  38:52   
I'll tell you the green new deal is a joke. It's a liberal wish list. You know, as I said earlier, it puts the idea 
that we need to have a you know, $15 an hour minimum wage, we need to make sure we have 
Medicare for all above the interests of our environment. It's really just more liberal virtue signaling 
instead of someone trying to create real solutions. I believe, you know, my opponent wants to say I'm 
going to be the most unqualified person in Congress, we'll be in the minority, just nothing but personal 
attacks, whereas I believe that Republicans can not only have a seat at the table on climate and 
environmental issues, but we can also run the table we can have the true solutions that will actually 
help. And I believe we put more funding into research and development for green technologies. It'll 
have dividends that'll read for generations to come. It'll create more jobs in western North Carolina, we 
can have more power purchase agreements, from Duke Energy for areas out here to create more solar 
fields. And you know what my opponent supports the green New Deal. I have a screenshot of his 
website back when he was running as a socialist during the primaries of where he said that he fully 
supports the green New Deal. And now I'm sure he's trying to appeal as moderate because again, it's his 
elitist version where he says that he cannot tell What he really believes because then you wouldn't elect 
him. But I'll tell you what I really believe I'm more than happy to talk about my policy because my 
policies work. They're a conservative ideology that works for real americans, the green New Deal of 
waterboard of generations of Americans with more debt $51 trillion to enact it, and it doesn't even it's 
intellectually dishonest. It doesn't even hold China accountable for the being the worst carbon emitter 
of the entire world. So it would help reduce maybe our our missions slightly, but then it wouldn't even 
target what's going on in Russia. What's going on the communist regime in China. It's a joke, and it's 
intellectually intellectually disappointing and dishonest. 
 
Holly Headrick, News 13 WLOS  40:35   
I guess for your response real quick, so we can finish this topic. Sorry, Mr. Cothran. Oh, 
 



Moe Davis, Democratic candidate NC 11  40:39   
you're no problem, man. Well, thank you. He throws out the word socialist. I'd love to hear him define it. 
I'm assuming he drove here on toll roads today to get to to the debate. And I guess that those social 
security checks and Medicare payments that he got aren't socialism. That's a socialism I think to him is 
the check the other guy gets. I believe in green technology, North Carolina is number two in solar energy 
production. One of the components that's used in making solar panels is mica, we've got a big mica mine 
up near Burnsville. we're exporting it and then importing solar panels back which had been making them 
right here. I'd like to target counties that are high in poverty and 14 of our 17 counties, the poverty rate 
is above the national average. So I'd like to see tax incentives to bring in industry into those areas. First, 
we got to get broadband into those areas. And I've got a plan to do that. I'm going to support Jim 
clubrooms rural electrification based plan to bring broadband to western North Carolina to bring those 
green technology jobs that pay well, to do good for the economy and do good for the environment at 
the same time. That's the path forward for western North Carolina green collar jobs. 
 
Holly Headrick, News 13 WLOS  41:44   
And that's the end of the environment topic. Coming up, though. We're gonna have a lightning round, 
we've asked our viewers what they want to know about the candidates, their questions next. 
 
We are back now with the final part of our debate with the 11th District congressional candidates 
Madison Cawthorn and mo Davis. We call this portion of the debate our lightning round, we asked our 
viewers to send us questions. Let's begin with question number one. Frank from Carolina public press is 
going to take that one for us. 
 
Frank Taylor, Carolina Public Press  42:22   
Thank you, Holly. What is the biggest challenge facing K through 12 public education and how will you 
address it? 
 
Madison Cawthorn, Republican Candidate NC 11  42:30   
I believe the largest challenge facing K through 12. Public Education is the Department of Education in 
Washington DC. I believe that we need to send the power back to the states and back to local 
municipalities. I don't think that there's any reason some Washington bureaucrats should be standing 
between the parent and a teacher so they can decide what's best for their students. I believe the best 
way to do this is to get more funding and more paid jobs, which I am very proud to say the republicans 
have done in the North Carolina house. 
 
Moe Davis, Democratic candidate NC 11  42:57   
My opponent has no experience in the public education system. I went first grade through 12th. He was 
homeschooled. So he's never spent a day in public education. In North Carolina. You know, you talk 
about defend the police, the Republican legislature has been defending public education. I was out in 
Cherokee, there was a lady there, who's the school teacher, and she said she drives over into Georgia 
now 15 minutes away, because it pays $10,000 a year more than it does in North Carolina. My opponent 
describes education, public education as liberal indoctrination. I've got family members of career 
educators and I think they take offense to that. They were there to educate. And that's what public 
education is for. And I'm proud to be endorsed by the North Carolina association of educators. 
 
Holly Headrick, News 13 WLOS  43:39   
Question number two, the acting Department of Homeland Security Secretary said during his 
confirmation hearing, that white supremacists have become the most persistent and lethal internal 



threat to the US. Do you agree with this assessment? And how would you address this threat if elected 
to Congress? 
 
Madison Cawthorn, Republican Candidate NC 11  43:55   
You know, I believe that both an Tifa and white supremacists the extremes on both sides of the parties. 
They're both extraordinarily violent. I don't know which ones worse, but I'll tell you, we need to meet 
them with swift force and make sure they cannot harm innocent Americans. That's why I support 
funding the police and also to attack me for being homeschooled my opponents trying to attack public 
choice or being able to decide where your student goes to school. I believe in parents being able to 
make decisions that best fit their children. 
 
Moe Davis, Democratic candidate NC 11  44:21   
Now, I agree I think parents should make the decision but I think if you've never been in public 
education, it's hard to be an expert on that topic. I agree. I don't support violence and I don't advertise 
and I don't fundraise off of white supremacists websites. My supporters haven't said God sent me to 
save the white race. My opponents have. 
 
Frank Taylor, Carolina Public Press  44:40   
cannabis use has been a broader has seen broader acceptance by the medical community and American 
culture. In recent years, legalizing marijuana could provide an exit path for many non violent criminals 
from the prison system could be a boon for North Carolina's agricultural economy. Would you favor 
legalizing the medical and recreational use of cannabis at the federal level? 
 
Madison Cawthorn, Republican Candidate NC 11  45:00   
Well, yes, that's one reason why I'm very happy about the first step Act, which has allowed many people 
to get out of jail and to be able to continue on with their lives. I do believe the federal government 
should get out of the cannabis industry let the states are allowed to decide what they want to do with it. 
The state wants to ban it. That's up to them. That's up to their people. But I don't think the federal 
government should be involved. I think federally, it should be legalized. 
 
Moe Davis, Democratic candidate NC 11  45:20   
yet. I think we actually are in agreement on a topic. I think we both support legalization. I think hemp is 
another, you know, we're both sitting here with plastic bottles. And you can make those from hemp and 
it's biodegradable. So I think it's an opportunity for our farmers here in western North Carolina to have 
an additional revenue opportunity, as well as clearing the criminal records of folks that were involved 
with with marijuana. So I think we may be in agreement on a topic here. 
 
Holly Headrick, News 13 WLOS  45:45   
A majority of inmates in American prisons is facing penalties for nonviolent crimes, more Americans are 
in prison than in any other country in the world. What will you do to see that incarceration rates for 
Americans, the clients? 
 
Madison Cawthorn, Republican Candidate NC 11  45:57   
Well, I genuinely believe that this is another example of the federal government becoming too powerful. 
There's so many regulations, there's so many laws, there's so many agencies, you know, I think we need 
need to rethink the way that we do our penitentiary systems. And you know, we definitely, absolutely, I 
think the best way to reduce these incarceration rates is to one, you know, getting rid of these petty 
crimes that send you to jail for life and brand you. And also I think we need to give them a pathway out 



of this system. You know, once you get busted for selling drugs, then you go into the the prison system, 
then you come out, and it's on your record, no one wants to hire a drug dealer. And so then what 
options do you have, but to go back to selling more drugs? That's why we see so many repeat 
incarcerations? 
 
Moe Davis, Democratic candidate NC 11  46:37   
Yeah, I think we tend to agree here that a lot of offenses shouldn't be treated in the criminal justice 
system. I think a lot of the issues that get people sent to prison, we ought to be treating as healthcare 
problems, not criminal justice problems, and helping folks get reintegrated into society. I think one of 
our problems is the my opponent who is big on free markets, and the other side has tried to privatize 
everything, from schools, to prisons, to VA health care to the post office, private prisons are there to 
make a profit and you don't make a profit unless you have a body in the bed. So there's an incentive to 
keep pushing people through the system and put them in those beds. I think that's an inherently 
governmental function. It shouldn't be a for profit system. 
 
Frank Taylor, Carolina Public Press  47:17   
What are your views on medical freedom, especially mandates for vaccines, conflicting with a person's 
faith or health history of adverse effects? 
 
Madison Cawthorn, Republican Candidate NC 11  47:25   
We should absolutely never mandate that someone has to have a vaccine. Now, I'll probably vaccinate 
my children with almost every vaccine because I do believe our scientists are watching out for us. You 
know, I'm alive today, one because of the many prayers I received after my accident, but also because of 
the skill hands of the doctors and the exemplary advances we've made in medicine. So, you know, I 
believe that we should allow people to make their own decisions, though no government mandates to 
do this. That seems illegal, and it seems tyrannical, which is what I stand against. 
 
Moe Davis, Democratic candidate NC 11  47:52   
Again, I think we may found find an area of agreement here. I don't think it should be mandatory. But I 
think the government has a right to ensuring public safety. So if refusing to get the vaccine puts public at 
risk. I think the government does have the right like in schools and and other public places to limit 
access to maintain public safety. But otherwise, I agree, I think folks ought to be able to make their own 
decision. Do you 
 
Holly Headrick, News 13 WLOS  48:14   
support the full and equal civil rights of members of the LGBTQ community? 
 
Madison Cawthorn, Republican Candidate NC 11  48:19   
Yes, you know, I believe that everyone should be treated with honor, dignity and respect. You know, I'm 
personally straight. I plan on a heterosexual so I plan on supporting traditional marriage. But you know, 
again, I don't believe the government should be involved in marriage. You know, five years ago, the 
Supreme Court said that we don't have any right to tell people who and who they cannot marry. I 
believe that we need to protect people from pedophilia, as we've seen as a large outbreak inside of our 
culture, especially with you know, Netflix just had this new show come out cuties, which is disgusting. I 
do believe we need to protect people from that. But you know, I think everyone should be treated with 
honor and dignity 
 
Moe Davis, Democratic candidate NC 11  48:53   



was interesting. I'm doing an interview with Donald to my opponent said he can't separate his religious 
beliefs from his political beliefs. But he says that he that he doesn't think the government should have a 
role in marriage. I'm proud to be endorsed by a quality and see and by the National Organization for 
Women. So I totally believe that everyone has the right to to be treated equally. 
 
Holly Headrick, News 13 WLOS  49:16   
And that's going to conclude our lightning round Time now for the closing statements. And as we 
mentioned, at the top of the hour, we did a coin toss before the debate to decide who will go forth. Mr. 
cawthorne won the toss, he's decided to actually go last. That means Mr. Davis, you have two minutes 
and 30 seconds for closing statements. Your time starts now. Well, thank 
 
Moe Davis, Democratic candidate NC 11  49:34   
you so much for this opportunity to be here and to get to address the voters here in the 11th district. 
You got a very clear choice here a sharp contrast between me and my opponent. Now I was born in 
North Carolina raised here and educated here. I grew up in a home where my grandmother lived with 
us. She was a Baptist Sunday school teacher at the First Baptist Church and she's the lady that raised me 
and if people ask about what's your moral center is my grandmother's been Dead longer than Mr. 
cawthorne has been alive. But in my life, whenever I'm facing a decision, I'll often ask myself, what 
would she think if she saw me do this. And that's kind of been my North Star throughout my life. I 
started out in the lumber yard at Lowe's hardware, and I ended up retiring last year as a judge at the US 
Department of Labor. It was the North Carolina public education system that gave me the training and 
education I needed to get a good start in life and to prepare me for the, for the challenges I face serving 
25 years in the military, being a law professor at Howard University, working for Congress as a senior 
specialist in national security and advising eight committees in the house in the Senate, and then serving 
as a judge. So I'm a big believer in public education. And we'll support it wholeheartedly. You know, the 
truth of the matter is, you know, for folks who still believe in facts we're behind. When I grew up in 
North Carolina, I was proud of the state, we leaned into the future and embraced it. We had good roads 
and good schools and Research Triangle Park, before anybody ever heard of Silicon Valley. And while I 
was away serving the country, some have tried to turn the clock back. We can be that state. Again, 
we've got problems here in this district, and I want to go to Washington to address them, not just for 
Democrats, but for republicans and unaffiliated voters to healthcare, we've got to address that problem 
and make sure everybody has the opportunity, the availability to get treatment. You know, with the 
clinics closing, it's getting harder and harder not just have access by with insurance coverage. But the 
availability, we've got to address that broadband. We can't compete in the 21st century without 
broadband. It holds us back educationally, economically, and we've got to do better. They're in poverty, 
14 or 17. counties are above the rate and national average in poverty. So I want to go there, I'll be in the 
majority, I can get things done. I've worked for Congress, and I'm asking for your vote to give me that 
opportunity. 
 
Frank Taylor, Carolina Public Press  51:55   
Thank you, Mr. Davis, your time is up. 
 
Holly Headrick, News 13 WLOS  51:58   
And Mr. cawthorne. It's now your turn for closing statements, your two minutes and 30 seconds starts 
now. 
 
Madison Cawthorn, Republican Candidate NC 11  52:03   



Indeed, my opponent was attacking me for my Christian faith. But I will tell you that you know, I can't 
separate myself from my Christian faith. That is what has guided me all throughout my life. And I'm very 
proud to be a Christian. I'm proud of Judeo Christian values, one where we treat everyone with honor, 
dignity, respect, and acceptance and love. But you know, right now, on the left, you don't see that, as 
my opponents say that when he grew up in Shelby, he used to be proud of North Carolina. But I grew up 
right here in these mountains, and I am still, I'm still proud of these mountains. I love western North 
Carolina. I love the people in it. That is why I really resent the test all the protests that we're seeing. And, 
you know, I respect people's ability to go out and exercise their first amendment. But when I see these 
people protesting the value of police officers, one who just lost unfortunately, in Henderson County, 
who tries to keep us safe, our sheriff's deputies who put their lives on the line every single day, it really 
makes me sad. It makes me wonder where did these people grow up, there's no way you grew up in 
these mountains. Because here we were taught respect. Here, we were taught to honor those who put 
sacrifice before above themselves. And you know, right outside, my opponent has called for his 
protesters to be here to advocate against me. But as we see, these protests oftentimes turned violent. 
You know, I My heart aches for Chad Nesbitt, who's now resting in a hospital trying to fight for his life 
who just faced all this adversity, and now has a traumatic brain injury that will probably affect him for 
the rest of his life. The reason I bring all this up is because I think the problem that's going on in our 
country is from the top leadership on both sides, the AI within the establishment have created this elitist 
sphere of power in Washington, DC, that, unfortunately, is creating this divisive nature of our country. 
It's not one that I want to raise children in, I don't want my children to grow up one day to be 15 years 
old and history class, and to say, Father, what was it like to grow up in capitalism? What was it like to 
have freedom, I want to protect that I want them to give the give them a better world than the one that 
we have now. And that's why I'm running for Congress. It's not to be a Republican, it's not to be a 
Democrat, to get rid of this, these career politicians to fight against the two party system to allow 
Americans to truly rule America as we're supposed to. And that's why I'm asking for your vote. I'm from 
these mountains, I was raised in these mountains, I have mountain values. I promise you, I will go up 
and advocate for what we all need. And you know, I believe the biggest threat that we face is how we're 
lacking infrastructure. I believe that having a voice that's coming from the republican party that doesn't 
fit in with normal republican ads will truly allow us to be able to step across party lines to make a better 
world for everyone. So everyone, I'm asking for your vote, vote for me instead of big government. 
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And that concludes tonight's program. Thank you very much. We want to thank both campaigns for 
participating in our debate. Now it's up to you at home to vote. There are only 34 days left until the 
election. If you've not registered yet, make sure you do so by October 9. Early voting begins October 15. 
If you're voting by mail, you have until October 22 27th. To request an absentee ballot. Be sure to check 
out our voter election guide on w LS dot com for all of the information and more. If you have additional 
questions that the candidates might not have addressed in this forum and this debate, they have also 
done two prior debates. There's information on that online. You can go and Google search and find their 
answers to other questions. If there are still questions that you want answered, feel free to contact their 
campaigns. Go online, send an email. I'm sure both candidates would be happy to respond to your calls. 
I also want to thank Carolina public press for being here with us tonight for helping with these and our 
viewers at home. Thank you for sending us all of your questions. We received many, many questions. 
We tried to incorporate as many of them as we could, especially with the topics. Again, thank you 
everyone for watching. Thank you everyone for being here at W lls studios. Have a good night. 
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