
American Rescue Plan Act funds are intended to help the nation recover from the COVID-19 pandemic and can be used
for many purposes. This can make it difficult to follow how governments are spending these funds.

Since January, Carolina Public Press has been looking into how Western North Carolina's local governments are
spending their portion of the nearly $2 trillion federal funding stream. 

Through the project, we discovered that ARPA has been used in WNC in ways such as supplementing a local farmers
market, repairing outdated sewer systems and providing employee pay.
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For community members following ARPA

Know the  basics

Remember how ARPA funds can be used

But there’s still ARPA money to be spent before the December 2026 deadline. Here are some tips for
how to stay up-to-date on their local ARPA spending. 

North Carolina governments received $8.6 billion in ARPA funding — $3.2
billion to county and city governments, and $5.4 billion to the state

government. 

All funds must be appropriated by December 2024 and spent by December
2026, or the money is returned to the federal government. 

Before signing ARPA into law, President Joe Biden said the purpose of the funding was
to rebuild “the backbone of this country.” ARPA would provide stimulus payments,

child tax credits and money funneled through local and state governments. 

ARPA funds can only be used to provide premium pay, improve infrastructure,
address public and social health concerns, and replace lost government revenue.

Local governments can claim up to $1 million in “revenue loss” regardless of whether the
community actually experienced lost revenue due to the pandemic. ARPA funds claimed as

revenue loss are moved to the government’s operating budget and can be used for any
governmental purpose.

Governments report ARPA expenditures to the U.S. Department of the
Treasury quarterly.
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Know what to ask

Large counties, like Buncombe, have entire pages dedicated to tracking ARPA
expenses. 
Smaller governments don’t always have sites like these, but if you dig a little on
their websites, government meeting documents are a great jumping off point to
learn how the funds are being used. 

Full reports, due quarterly, are available for every municipality and county across
the country online. 
The reports typically are made available to the public within three months of
when spending reports were due. 

II. Start on their websites

II. Look directly to the U.S. Department of the Treasury.

III. Reach out to your elected officials or county finance manager. If contact
information isn’t online, most counties have a submission box for community
questions on their websites. 

 Though there’s no limitation on what citizens can ask government officials, that doesn’t
mean it’s always easy to do so. Knowing what questions to start with is often daunting.
The following are questions that could help start the ARPA conversation with your local
leaders. 

 

Why were they selected?
How long did the selection process take?
What projects weren’t selected and why?  

What projects are being funded by our local ARPA monies?

What research was conducted to decide which projects to fund?
Do the projects address immediate community needs? 
Will anyone in the community be negatively affected by the local government’s ARPA
spending decisions? 

Who in the community is impacted by local ARPA-funded projects?

 
 

Has the money been disbursed? If not, why?
Is additional funding needed for the selected projects?
What is the timeline for the projects?
When will they be finished? 

When will we see results?

 

Find your community's ARPA plans

What community outreach is being done to inform citizens about spending decisions?
Was or is community input involved in ARPA decision-making?
What is the best way to relay ARPA funding ideas to the government?

How is the government communicating about ARPA with the community?

 

https://www.buncombecounty.org/governing/community-investment/grants/covid-recovery-funding.aspx
https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/coronavirus/assistance-for-state-local-and-tribal-governments/state-and-local-fiscal-recovery-funds/recovery-plan-performance-reports-2021
https://www.nc.gov/your-government/county-government-websites


Resources

U.S. Economic Development Administration
National League of Cities
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Preguntas Frecuentes
Declaración del IRS - Ley del Plan de Rescate Estadounidense de 2021

For basic ARPA knowledge: Treasury, National League of Cities and the White House.
Additional resources can also be found here: 

Resources for Spanish-speakers:

This resource was developed as a supplement to  reporting by Shelby Harris, a Carolina Public Press staff reporter covering Western North Carolina.
Contact sharris@carolinapublicpress.org. 

https://eda.gov/arpa/resources/
https://www.nlc.org/covid-19-pandemic-response/american-rescue-plan-act/arpa-local-relief-frequently-asked-questions/
https://arpa.sog.unc.edu/
https://healthsourceri.com/es/la-ley-del-plan-de-rescate-americano-de-2021/
https://www.ncdor.gov/documents/impacto-de-la-ley-del-plan-de-rescate-estadounidense-de-2021-en-la-declaracion-de-impuestos
mailto:sharris@carolinapublicpress.org



